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By Emily Chesnic

SPRINGFIELD — Ready to pull out of that 
tight home office and into a revved-up work-
space equipped with everything needed for 
efficiency and increased productivity? In need 
of a unique atmosphere for hosting out-of-
town clients or just a relaxing place to unwind 
at the end of a long week?

Consider parking in The Garage — a desig-
nation-office centered around a car theme for 
successful professionals seeking a new place to 
work and play.

The Garage is not your average office build-
ing. The state-of-the-art facility features execu-
tive office suites, individual offices and confer-
ence rooms ready to rent and The Club Zone 
— a built-in club with leather couches and 
barstool seating, as well as other perks to help 
members and guests recharge.

A vision of Northeast Ohio entrepreneur and 
businessman Rick Briggs, The Garage is now 
open at 2623 S. Arlington Road, north of the 
Interstate 77 and South Arlington Road inter-
change.

Briggs, who has worn many hats during his 
professional experience, said he was in Thai-
land washing an elephant when he decided to 
venture down a new road. When he heard a 
vacant building was for sale in Akron, the news 
began immediately fueling ideas to create a 
less-than-typical office experience for area 
executives. He sat in a restaurant in Thailand 
while drawing up the floor plan for The Garage 
in just 10 minutes.

“I came back and bought the building,” said 
Briggs, who is the developer, owner and opera-
tor of The Garage. “There are semi-retired peo-
ple who need an office and don’t want to work 
at home. I decided to provide an upscale place 
for that office with cool amenities.”

After sitting empty for two years, the build-
ing needed to be gutted and completely redone, 
which Briggs successfully accomplished in 2020, 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic. He sought to 
create an establishment that offered an inter-
section where business and pleasure collide, 
and he said he is pleased with the result.

Briggs, an automobile and aviation enthusi-
ast who owns numerous classic cars, thought 
placing them in The Garage would add to the 
ambiance. The garage doors can be opened, 
providing for an indoor car show at any time.

What else makes The Garage exceptional? 
A Rockola Bubbler 100 CD jukebox, large flat-
screen TV sets, a wet bar, liquor lockers, a wine 
refrigerator, kitchenette with microwave, card 
table, shuffleboard table, bidet toilet seats, a 
shower room, lockers, reverse osmosis water 
system, working disco ball and the “Cone of 
Silence.” Briggs, a fan of the TV series “Get 
Smart,” said the device really allows for con-

fidential conversations to take place amid the 
11,000-square-foot club area.

“This really is a fun place to work and relax, 
yet it is as classy as it gets,” Briggs said.

Other amenities in The Garage include pho-
tos of famous vehicles to test visitors’ trivia 
knowledge, past automobile advertisements 
and other vintage finds, including historical 
photos of the Akron area.

The Garage also has U.S. Postal Service mail-
boxes for its executive suite tenants and gold 
members, and electronic access, free parking, 
private ethernet and state-of-the-art technol-
ogy, including dimmable LED lighting in the 
conference rooms.

“Here, everything you need is included,” said 
Briggs.

There are no extra fees for the copier, inter-
net access, cable TV, cleaning, maintenance 
and security. All you really need to do is move 
in, said Briggs. The office furniture is here, too. 
Tenants can decorate the walls with photos 
and plaques from past and present achieve-
ments, he added.

Since The Garage also is conveniently locat-
ed near the Akron-Canton Regional Airport, it 
is an ideal spot to pitch investments or for a 
philanthropist to hold a meeting in one of the 
conference rooms ready for audio and visual 
presentations or to entertain a group in The 
Club Zone, he added.

“You have access here to your own private 
lounge,” he said. “Here you can provide your 
own beverages and food, too.”

When it comes to pulling into The Garage, 
Briggs is flexible. He is offering short- and long-
term leasing and allowing nonmembers to rent 
the space for gatherings. An outside courtyard, 
which features a barbecue grill, provides addi-
tional space.

Available by reservation are the fully equipped 

20-person Bentley Conference Room, six-per-
son Carrera Meeting Room and the 10-person 
high top in The Club Zone area. Completely fur-
nished offices also can be rented to use for as 
long as needed.

For more information on becoming a gold
member, to schedule a tour or reserve a con-
ference room or office for a day or more, visit
www.thegaragesuites.com or email info@
thegaragesuites.com.

Shown above is an area of The Club Zone, a perk for members of the facility, offering 
an area to talk business or have fun in an automobile-themed space.
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an area to talk business or have fun in an automobile themed space.
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The Garage offers work, entertainment space

Comfortable leather couches and large TVs, pictured above, provide a relaxing atmo-
sphere in The Club Zone, which can be used to entertain clients or watch a sports game 
after a long day in the office.  Photos: Emily Chesnic

The Garage developer, owner and opera-
tor Rick Briggs (shown above), is an auto-
mobile enthusiast and showcases some of 
his classic car collection at the facility. The 
garage doors (shown below) can be opened 
to provide an indoor car show at any time.

Photos of famous vehicles line a hallway 
leading to individual offices in The Garage. 

The modern confer-
ence rooms inside The 
Garage offer everything 
needed for a productive 
meeting. Shown at left 
is the 20-person Bentley 
Conference Room.

The Garage, “where business meets plea-
sure,” is located at 2623 S. Arlington Road.

2623 S. Arlington Road
Akron, OH 44319

(Just north of the I-77/Arlington Rd interchange)

330-294-3460  •  info@thegaragesuites.com
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